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What is EASAC?

• EASAC = European Academies‘  Science Advisory Council

• Collective voice of the National Academies of Science of the EU 
Member States, Norway and Switzerland

➢ Networks of scientific excellence in Europe

➢ Shared task of science-based advice for policy and society

• Source of independent scientific advice for policy-makers in the
EU‘s institutions and member states, and Europe in general



EASAC membership

✓ The 25 national science academies of 
EU member states (there are no 
national science academies in Malta, 
Luxemburg or Cyprus)
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✓ Also, by explicit vote, the national 
science academies of Norway and 
Switzerland 

✓ The pan-European Academy of 
Science: Academia Europaea

✓ The association of all academies 
in geographical Europe, ALLEA

✓ Observer status of FEAM, the 
association of EU Academies of 
Medicine



• “Science for policy”: use of scientific evidence to 
guide EU policy making (i.e. not “policy for science”)

• Detailed analysis and recommendations from 
Europe’s most respected scientists

• Publications designed for a policy-oriented 
audience, not (only) other scientists 

• Efficient and timely manner of offering science-
based analysis and advice for policy and the public
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What does EASAC do ?
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Energy Biosciences Environment

EASAC works in 3 core programmes

Valuing Dedicated Storage in 
Electricity Grids (June ‘17)

Shale gas extraction: issues of 
relevance to the EU (Nov ’14)

Management of spent nuclear fuel 
and its waste (July ’14)

Multi-functionality and Sustainability in 
the EU’s forests (April ‘17)

Circular Economy: Indicators and Critical 
Materials (Nov ’16)

Greenhouse gas footprints of different 
oil feedstocks (April ’16)

Marine sustainability in an age of 
changing oceans and seas (Jan ’16)

Ecosystem services, agriculture and 
neonicotinoids (March ’15)

Homeopathic products and practices:
assessing the evidence and ensuring 
consistency in regulating medical 
claims in the EU (Sept ‘17)

Genome Editing: scientific opportuni-
ties, public interest and policy options 
in the European Union (March ’17)

Gain of Function in virology (Oct ’15)

Antimicrobial drug discovery: greater 
steps ahead (Oct ’14)

→ European Space Exploration: Strategic Considerations of Human 
versus Robotic Exploration (September ‘14)



EASAC‘s structure

Council
(Full Assembly)

Bureau
(President & Vice-Presidents)

Main Secretariat & Brussels Office

Activities with a global 
reach, related to EASAC‘s
work as regional affiliated
network in Europe of IAP 

Capacity-building activities 
for member academies 

(e.g. Science-Policy-
Dialogue workshops)

Steering Panel

Energy
Steering Panel

Biosciences

Steering Panel

Environment

Director Energy
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Secretary Biosciences

Working Groups 
Biosciences

Working Groups Energy Working Groups 
Environment

Director EnvironmentDirector Biosciences
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32 reports since the
inception of EASAC



Some recent EASAC outputs

• Homeopathic products and practices: assessing the evidence and ensuring 
consistency in regulating medical claims in the EU (Sept ‘17)

• Valuing Dedicated Storage in Electricity Grids (June ‘17)

• Multi-functionality and Sustainability in the EU’s forests (April ‘17)

• Genome Editing: scientific opportunities, public interest and policy options in 
the European Union (March ’17)

• Circular Economy: Indicators and Critical Materials (Nov ’16)

• Greenhouse gas footprints of different oil feedstocks  (April ’16)

• Marine sustainability in an age of changing oceans and seas (Jan ’16)

• Gain of Function (in virology) (Oct ’15)

• Ecosystem services, agriculture and neonicotinoids (March ’15)

• Shale gas extraction: issues of relevance to the EU (Nov ’14)

• Antimicrobial drug discovery: greater steps ahead (Oct ’14)
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Some journal publications

• How should the applications of genome editing be assessed and 
regulated? eLife, April 2017 

• «Frankenvirus», bientôt l’épilogue? Le Monde, April 2016

• Can we Tackle the Antibiotic Threat? European Review, Feb 2016

• Genetic gain of function. Nature, October 2015

• Antimicrobial Innovation. Nature Reviews, Oct 2014

• Time to settle the synthetic controversy, Nature, May 2014

• How should we tackle the global risks to plant health? Trends                     
in Plant Science, April 2014

• What do we need to do to tackle antimicrobial resistance? The Lancet 
Global Health, November 2013

• Europe should rethink its stance on GM crops. Nature, June 2013
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Science Advice for Policy by European Academies 10

EASAC is a member of the SAPEA Consortium

→ SAPEA is part of the European Scientific Advice Mechanism (SAM), which provides 
independent, interdisciplinary and evidence-based scientific  advice on policy issues 
to the European Commission



Addressing global challenges

Biosciences (Genome Editing: scientific 
opportunities, public interest and policy options)

Environment (Ecosystem services, agriculture and 
neonicotinoids)

Energy (Multi-functionality and sustainability in 
the European Union’s Forests)
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EASAC is one of four networks of
the global network of science academies: 
The InterAcademy Partnership (IAP)
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Europe

Africa

Asia

America



"Improving Scientific Input to Global Policymaking: with a focus on the Sustainable Development Goals" 13

A global partnership of more 

than 130 national and 

regional merit-based 

academies of science, 

medicine and engineering.

Committed to making the 

voice of science heard on 

issues of crucial importance 

to the future of humankind.

Strategic Priorities

• Provide evidence-based advice and perspectives 

on global issues;

• Build a scientifically literate global citizenry;

• Strengthen the global scientific enterprise;

• Strengthen the global network of academies, 

including establishing new academies in countries 

where they do not currently exist.

Global Network of National Academies: 
the InterAcademy Partnership (IAP) (www.interacademies.org)

Four regional networks 

(Asia, Americas, Europe, Africa) 



"Improving Scientific Input to Global Policymaking: with a focus on the Sustainable Development Goals" 14

• “Food and Nutrition Security and Agriculture” - part of a wider programme

for improving scientific input to global policymaking.

• Harnessing S.E.M. to address Africa’s challenges.

• Training workshops and networking for Young Physician Leaders.

• Science education and science literacy.

• Promoting responsible research and biosecurity.

• Involvement in disaster risk reduction.

InterAcademy Partnership ongoing projects:



"Improving Scientific Input to Global Policymaking: with a focus on the Sustainable Development Goals" 15

The Global Young Academy (GYA) 
and National Young Academies (www.globalyoungacademy.net)
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Academy networks provide

• Networking opportunities

• Greater visibility

• Multiplier effects

• (Access to) Funding for projects and activities

• Collective voice and thus greater impact


